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Annual Congress of the European Association for Cancer Research (EACR), held in Budapest,
Hungary, on 8-11 June 2026.

The EACR brings together academic researchers and industry leaders at its annual conference to
exchange the latest scientific insights and advances in cancer research, fostering collaboration and
innovation across the field. Dr. Daniela Stoica-Andrei was invited by Tecan, a long-standing
collaborator whose imaging platforms and software are used in our research, to present our project
investigating statins as potential antitumor agents for patients with Epidermolysis Bullosa. The
conference provided an excellent opportunity to increase the visibility of our work, strengthen
interactions with the Tecan team, and discuss recent technological developments relevant to
translational cancer research.

The presentation highlighted recent research
demonstrating the antitumor activity of
lovastatin in RDEB-associated squamous cell
carcinoma. Findings showed that treatment
intervals and drug washout periods
significantly influence drug efficacy through
the activation of cellular feedback
mechanisms, which can be prevented by
combination therapies. The work highlighted
the key factors in optimizing therapeutic
response.

The conference offered valuable insights into
several emerging areas of cancer research.
Discussions highlighted the increasingly
recognized role of immune cell populations
beyond T cells in regulating anti-tumor
responses, broadening current perspectives on
cancer immunotherapy. Significant attention
was also given to the tumor microenvironment
and the concept of tumors as complex
ecosystems, emphasizing the dynamic interactions between malignant cells, stromal components,
and immune populations that collectively influence disease progression and treatment response.
Furthermore, advances in the development of novel cancer models were presented, demonstrating
how more physiologically relevant experimental systems such as tumor spheroids, can improve the
study of tumor biology, therapeutic efficacy, and mechanisms of drug resistance.

Collectively, these presentations provided a comprehensive overview of current trends and future
directions in translational cancer research.
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