


Epidermolysis bullosa (EB)

Epidermolysis bullosa or EB for short, is a group of incredibly 
painful genetic skin conditions that cause the skin to blister 
and tear at the slightest touch. People living with EB have 
skin as fragile as a butterfly’s wing, which is why it is also 

commonly known as ‘butterfly skin’.
 

In the most severe cases EB can be very visible and can affect 
multiple areas of the body, however in other cases such as 

with EB Simplex (70% of all cases), it can be less visible and 
affect only certain areas of the body such as the feet. In every 

case though, EB leads to excruciating pain and can have  
a devastating impact on the person’s physical and  

mental wellbeing.

This is a tale of adventure, friendship, and the power of the human 
spirit. Join our heroes representing the entire epidermolysis bullosa 
(EB) community on an epic quest to illuminate the world with their 

courage, compassion, and unity in the face of adversity.
 

We hope you enjoy this comic, and it helps broaden your 
understanding of EB and of some of the challenges that  

people living with EB face every day.



DEBRA is a UK national medical research charity and patient 
support organisation for people living with all types of EB.

 
DEBRA’s EB Community Support Team works with the EB 

community and healthcare professionals to provide support 
services for families and individuals affected by EB which aim to 
improve quality of life. DEBRA also invests in medical research 

to secure effective drug treatments for all types of EB.
 

It is completely free to join DEBRA, and members benefit 
from access to the EB Community Support Team who offer 

information, practical, financial, and emotional support, 
guidance, and advocacy, plus other great member benefits 
including discounted holidays, member grants, bespoke EB 

community events, and lots of ways to get involved.

To join DEBRA for free today, please visit 
www.debra.org.uk/membership



Meet KAI, Laura, and George. Three ordinary kids with 
extraordinary courage.

it’s lunchtime... 
You wouldn’t know it from their attitudes, but their lives 
can be far from easy.

I can do this. 
Just gotta push 
through the pain.

No pain, no gain, 
right? Who am I 
kidding there’s 
always pain.
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George’s teeth 
clench as his hand 
knocks the pen lids, 
sending them flying 
and tearing his skin.



Out of nowhere, a cat leaps onto George’s table.  
It’s clear that this is no standard CAT.

The cat jumps off and scatters into a dark alley.  They quickly 
follow and once surrounded the cat suddenly speaks. 

Come on George 
you’ve got this.

It’s okay, we’re 
just like you. 
We can help.

Hey look! 
The collar is 
glowing. 

Follow that cat!

I’ve been 
searching for 
people like you. 
my kingdom  
needs your help.

George tends to his hand, embarrassed. people all around 
are staring, looming like shadows around him.
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Lumos the cat



A shimmering doorway materialiSes, beckoning them into a 
magical world. But George’s wheelchair is too wide! Laura and 
Kai quickly help fold it down, determined to help him through.

As they enter, their ordinary items transform and take on a  
magical glow. They don’t know it yet, but they are now in the  
land called EverBright.

What! No way! 
How did it speak?

There is a darkness 
plaguing EverBright.

Hurry! follow me!

my skateboard... 
it’s a shield!

wow! my ribbon is 
a bow and arrow!

I’M NOT SURE 
WHERE WE ARE?

And my pen  
is a sword!

hmm...seems we 
walked into a
different world.

kai! your skateboard 
is glowing!
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The trio stand at the beginning of a long road. They think they’re 
alone, but suddenly shadowy figures start appearing along the 
edges of the path. Soon they are completely blocked in.

Leave this place! 
You don’t belong here. 

my arm...
It hurts.

We’ve all dealt with 
shadows before. 
These look like...

George, Laura and Kai 
exchange looks before 
starting to run...

...but before long they are 
in too much pain and need to 
slow down. 

You can do this Kai!
You are strong. 

Kai, Laura, wait! 
I need to 
slow down.
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Quick!  
Hide!

Nightfall, leader 
of SHADOWS



She points at their glowing magical sword, shield and bow…
Laura shows the others they can find strength in the things
they are passionate about.

They bravely fight the shadows and as they disperse,  
three strange glowing orbs fall to the ground.

We’re stronger with 
these, they give us light 
– we can use them to 
blast away the shadows.

We won’t let them stop us. We face tough 
challenges 
everyday, I know 
it’s hard but 
look...

Fighting the pain of his bandaged hands and sore feet, 
George rises from his chair and charges forward.

kai: The starers 
at school…

Laura: they stare 
when I’m dancing.

George: They ask why 
I’m in a wheelchair.

Let’s show them 
what we’re made of.

14 15



We may not be as big 
and strong as you, 
but we’re not weak.

You’re just loud 
and ignorant and 
that will never win.

Your darkness can’t 
rule EverBright 
forever!

Unity for Kai Compassion for Laura Courage for George

What now?

You think you 
can defeat 
me? Ha! You’re 
weak and I’m 
strong.

They reach an iron gate. Standing between them and the 
village beyond is the ultimate, most furious shadow 
of all, Nightfall. Towering above them, he lets out a 
bone-chilling scream.

That must be where 
we need to go.

They’re Yours! 
Each orb  
REPRESENTS 
your inner 
strengTHs

What do these 
orbs mean?

With the shadows defeated, the orbs start to levitate and make 
their way towards Kai, Laura and George. The orange orb goes  
to Kai, the purple one to Laura and the green to George.

Suddenly, Laura notices a shimmering 
glow in the distance, leading towards 
the source of the darkness.
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Using their combined strength and determination, they overpower 
the dark shadow, banishing it from EverBright forever.

Let’s do this, 
together!

LOOK OUT!

We will never 
give up! It’s time 
to shine our light!

impossible...

wow! that was close.

Give up! You’ve lost!

There must be a 
way to beat him.
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ZAAAAAAAAP



Thank you George, Laura, and 
Kai for your determination 
and your bravery. You have 
brought light back to our 
world. Is there anything I 
can offer you in gratitude?

We’re in 
constant pain.

Come inside, there are  
ways we can help you.

As the skies clear, an astonishing sight emerges.

I knew you could do it!
Follow me. There is someone 
I would like you to meet.

The itching 
is terrible.

My feet are 
so sore.

Could you 
ease our pain?

The trio are weary and sore, and ask for a magical 
remedy to ease their pains.

20 21

GOLDHEART, KING
OF EVERBRIGHT



They enter a large room where a crowd of people bring 
tea, dressings and cold water soaks for their feet. 
butterflies are sprinkling magical dust over a flower bed.

The trio rest and sleep, and when the sun rises they stand 
before the ruler once more. The entire village has lined 
up to see them off.

THAT morning...

We cannot cure all your 
wounds, but this flower 
remedy and these people 
will help you ease the pain.
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The trio take the pendant containing the magical flower,
They are united in their fight against EB. As they put
it on, they are transported back into the real world.

We hate to leave but we 
must get back to our 
friends and family now.

As a token of our gratitude, we give 
you these pendants. They contain 
a petal coated in magical butterfly 
dust. They won’t cure your pain, 
but they will remind you of the light 
and strength you possess inside.

We are so much 
stronger than 
people think.

That was awesome

What a day!

Back at school, something feels different.
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Our heroes continue to pursue their passions, now more 
empowered by their experiences. Their journey in EverBright may have ended, but their 

determination remains. Living with EB is tough for our brave trio, 
but they know that with the unity of their friends and family, 
a little compassion, and a lot of courage, they can achieve 
absolutely anything they put their minds to. Adventure awaits.
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Illustrations and story 
created by

Thank you….

to all the members of the EB community who have  
contributed and made the research, design, and creation  
of this comic possible, we hope we’ve done you proud.

 
To all the readers, just by picking up this comic,  

you’ve supported our cause. One of the best things you can 
do to support DEBRA, and the EB community is to help raise 

awareness and understanding of EB. 

Through this story, you’ve got to know three humble heroes living 
with EB. Their story is based on genuine experiences of EB, with a 
little embellishment of course! Please tell your family and friends 
about EB, because the more people who know about it, the more 
likely we are to get the support we need to make a real difference 

to every single person living with this cruel condition.
 

Thank you from the team at DEBRA.


